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Amanda Aparicio
amandaap@mit.edu

Kevin Robinson
krob@mit.edu
@krob
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Playful rehearsal!
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Who is going to benefit from the system 
I'm building, and who is going to be 
harmed?

This is a much more complex set of 
questions than computer science is 
normally having to deal with... I think 
this is precisely the moment where 
computer science is having to ask much 
bigger questions because it’s being 
asked to do much bigger things.

Kate Crawford
The Trouble with Bias,
NIPS 2017

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=fMym_BKWQzk
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Turn and talk
What’s one way that computing has been 
used that surprised you, interested you, OR 
changed in your lifetime?
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Today
1. how teachers approach questions of equity 

is shaped by our own experiences

2. there are often gaps in translating 
intentions into teaching
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Our stories
What does equity mean to you? 



Amanda
What does equity mean to you? 



Kevin
What does equity mean to you? 



Turn and talk
What does equity mean to you? 
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Demo Scenario

Background: Casey has worked hard and struggled through 
AP CSP this year.

Casey: "I'm thinking about whether I should take a CS 
course over the summer for credit.  But I don't 
really want to be a software engineer.  What do 
you think I should do?"

Teacher: …?



1. In small groups, go through 4-5 scenarios 
for the next 15 minutes.

2. When we come back together, share:

What was one tough decision, 
and why was it tough for you?



Scenario A
Background: Jordan and Emery are working together on an 

assignment. Sometimes, they have trouble 
successively collaborating. Today, you notice that 
Jordan isn’t engaging. 

Teacher: “How’s it going?”

Jordan: "Emery is working on it. They say it's faster for 
them to do it."

Teacher: …?



Scenario B

Background: A prestigious CS competition is coming up, and 
you've encouraged Avery and all your students to 
submit their projects.

Teacher: "Avery, did you submit your project to that CS 
competition?"

Avery: "Well, I looked at the submissions from past years, 
and I decided my work wasn't good enough."

Teacher: …?



Background: Rosa is a Hispanic student who you recruited into 
your CS course based off her exceptional math 
work in class last year. You notice that Rosa has 
started talking about dropping your CS course.

Teacher: “Hey, Rosa. I noticed that you’re not really feeling 
this class anymore. What’s going on?”

Rosa: Yeah, you got me. I don’t really see myself 
working in tech since it’s mostly nerdy White and 
Asian dudes.”

Scenario C



Background: You've assigned students an independent project 
where they sketch out the design for an app. It's 
due in two weeks, and Karter comes to talk to you 
after class.

Karter: "Could I work on the assignment in a group? I’m a 
really good artist and storyteller, but Skylar would 
be a great partner to connect that to the 
programming. Is that okay?"

Teacher: …?

Scenario D



Background: You’ve introduced a new unit that uses JavaScript.

Teacher: “Today, we’re starting a new unit. In this unit, we're 
going to use JavaScript to make graphics, 
animations, and at the end make our own games!"

Jamie: "If we know C++ can we use that instead?  That's 
what real programming is.  JavaScript is only a 
scripting language and was hacked together in 10 
days."

Teacher: …?

Scenario E



1. In small groups, go through 4-5 scenarios 
for the next 15 minutes.

2. When we come back together, share:

What was one tough decision, 
and why was it tough for you?



Growth takes time. How do we grow together?

Broadening participation
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thanks!
Amanda Aparicio
amandaap@mit.edu

Kevin Robinson
krob@mit.edu
@krob
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